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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act, MCL 15.263 ET SEQ., as amended to 
hold City Council meetings electronically: 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Tuesday, May  
25, 2021, called to order at 6:00 p.m. Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Present: Zubrzycki Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal 

(All members present from Sylvan Lake, Oakland County, Michigan.) 
 

Absent:  None 
Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 

Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Cowper, seconded Segal, to approve the agenda as presented. 
 

Yes: Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki 
No: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

 
Meeting Open to the Public 

 

Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.  There were 17 guest on the meeting. 
 
There were no comments. Mayor Clarke closed the meeting open to the public. 

 
 
Upcoming Ordinance Amendment  

 

Martin informed City Council of an upcoming ordinance amendment Planning Commission is 
discussing and will be holding a public hearing on June 1, 2021.  The request is from Sylvan 
Table is allow alcohol sales beginning at 8:00 a.m. for brunch.   
 
 
Fireworks    M-002-21 
 
Martin stated the rules have loosened and as of July 1st everything will be back to normal.  
Oakland County Boat Club will be shooting their fireworks from Otter Lake.  There was 
nothing bitter or contentious as some stated on social media.  Residents can view the fireworks 
from Ferndale Park.  The City will put up signs not allowing parking on the streets.  Martin 
asked if they wanted to allow parking at the Community Center.  Council agreed if things are 
back to normal starting July 1 then business should be back to normal too.  Martin explained the 
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process to sell the passes at the Community Center.   
 
Zubrzycki clarified for those on the meeting, he saw on Facebook miss information.  City 
Council were all in agreement to have the fireworks on Sylvan Lake.   
 
Martin stated the traffic control order for no parking on the streets will be on the City Council 
agenda for June.   
 
 
Future Meetings In-Person/Virtual  C1-003-21 
 
Martin explained starting June 1 indoor capacity goes to 50%.  He would like to get back to 
normal meetings, non-zoom.  He asked Council if they wanted this and if so how they wanted to 
do it.  Most other communities are going back to in-person meetings.  They feel hybrid 
meetings won’t work.  It will be difficult to run a zoom meeting and be at the meeting taking 
minutes. Council discussed the current mask requirements.  Beginning July 1 no masks will be 
required.  Council agreed to wait until July 1 to fully go back to normal.  June’s meetings will 
be  zoom meetings. 
 
 
Resolution Supporting MDOT Paving Grant R2-007-21 S-003-21 
 
Martin explained he needs approval of this resolution for the MDOT paving grant.  He thanked 
them for their responses on the streets.  He explained what streets will be repaved, the process 
verses how it was done last time.  Work probably won’t begin until late fall or spring depending 
on the approval time and if it freezes early.   
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to adopt the resolution supporting MDOT Paving 
Grant. 
 
 Yes:  Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
 No:   None 
         RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
100th Anniversary Celebration O-005-21 
 
Martin reported there are a lot of people involved and with great ideas.  Some of things planned 
are art for kids, music, and a beer tent.  Until more things get ironed out he doesn’t want to state 
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more.   
 
Martin discussed community events, with quite a few people making applications.  This brings 
up amplified music, both at the Community Center and Boat Club.  Last year the city was lax on 
enforcing it, but he has had some negative feedback.  The residents on the point would rather 
not allow it, but if the city is going to allow it, restrictions should be in place.  Martin explained 
community events are different from Community Center rentals. 
 
Segal asked if there is a decimal level that is reasonable.   Council discussed reasonable cut-off 
times.  Martin stated there is a noise ordinance, but he is not sure of the times.  Council felt it is 
reasonable to have music and they want to support it with some kind of a policy. 
 
Nicole Menuck stated she doesn’t have a big opinion on it, but feels the rules need to be 
enforced.  She feels if the police are called they may talk to Community Center renters but don’t 
enforce the rule.  She noted the yoga instructor, the other day, was louder than some music.  She 
added if speakers were facing the building maybe that would help or may bounce off the 
building.  
 
Council discussed the noise ordinance in place and agreed a lot of work went into it.  They will 
review the ordinance and ask that it be enforced in the meantime.  Things have changed since its 
adoption.  Council will continue to discuss it. 
 
Marijuana Discussion  O-006-21 
 
Attorney Schultz reminded Council he was going to make this presentation back in March, but 
time didn’t allow.  Laws have changes and will continue to change.  He made a presentation 
covering the Michigan Marijuana Medical Act 2008 allowing a limited class of individuals the 
medical use of marijuana. The law was unsettled and in flux.  Preemptive of local 
zoning/regulatory ordinances unknown, among many other legal questions. In 2016 the Medical 
Marijuana Facilities Licensing Act took effect regulating commercial growth, processing, 
transporting, and provisioning of medical marijuana throughout the State of Michigan.  It 
provided for the powers and duties of state and local governments, established a state licensing 
system, and administrative rules at the State level.  The MMFLA allows the State to issue 
licenses for, regulate, and monitor 5 types of medical marijuana facilities/businesses, but the 
MMFLA forbids these types of facilities from getting a state license to operate in the City 
unless the City has enacted an authorizing/licensing ordinance allowing them (“opting-in”).  
The MMFLA also allows the city to limit/cap the number and types of facility licenses it is 
willing to issue and allows the city to pass zoning ordinances restricting the location and 
number of the different types of licensed marijuana facilities.  City Council informally 
evaluated whether to adopt ordinances to authorize medical marijuana businesses to  open in the 
city, but to date has not done so.  In 2018 the MRTMA took effect as voters passed 
“recreational marijuana”.   
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A new bill is being prepared to merge medical and recreational marijuana laws into a single 
legalized marijuana and licensing law.   
 
Attorney Schultz stated the city may consider two parts, should they adopt any ordinance 
relative to the legalization of recreational marijuana.  Personal conduct-related and businesses-
related rights established under the MRTMA. 
 
Schultz reviewed opt-in or opt-out of allowing business-related recreational marijuana 
establishment in the city.  Council may want to gather more information from other sources 
before returning to address the question of whether to amend the existing ordinances to opt-in 
and may want to get Planning Commission involved. 
 
The State paid out their first distribution to local communities.  Each received $28,000 per 
facility.  As more licenses are issued Schultz estimated the distribution fees would decrease.  
They should also consider the cost to defend the ordinance.   
 
Clarke feels this would bring strength to the commercial corridor.   
 
Martin discussed circulation of petitions.   Someone can circulate a petition to allow or to not 
allow it.  The city itself cannot.   
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Aric Klar wants to make his assets available to Sylvan Lake.   
 
Segal feels they need to come up with some framework to present to the residents in order to 
find out what the community wants. 
 
Clarke stated they will continue this conversation at the next study session. 

 
 
Adjournment 

 
Moved by Cowper, seconded Segal, to adjourn the study session. 

 
Yes: All 
No: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
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Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


